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OCEAN’S 2024
Report  by Edan Wi lson
That  was the most  fun ,  crazy ,  hect ic  and rewarding 4  days on
the beach!  Our l i t t le  Kaiaponi  Waikanae team absolute ly  outdid
themselves and smashed their  goals .  Everyone improved so
much from last  year ,  k ids who made quarter  f ina ls  last  year
made semis and f ina ls  this  year ,  Clancy Ryan ,  Jade Hopper and
Bradley Douglas a l l  made top ten  in  mult ip le  races .  Max Latu
bat t led hard showing great  promise when he moves up to
seniors  next  season.  The U13 k ids ,  Tessa Webb ,  Lucas Thompson ,
Aengus Bet t r idge and P ippa Holden ,  raced their  socks of f  to
make semis and f ina ls  and the youngsters  Jos ie Keast ,
Annabel le  Douglas ,  Aurel ia  Ryan ,  Emma Webb and B lake
Thompson absolute ly  nai led their  races as  most ly  f i rs t  t ime
compet i tors .  Their  performance in rea l ly  chal lenging surf  made
us a l l  very proud.  

At  th is  age level ,  cont inued improvement ,  en joyment and
conf idence are just  as  important  as  medals  and we ' re a l l  so
proud of  how the k ids handled the surf  and the compet i t ion and
we're a l ready looking forward to next  year !  I  rea l ly  want  to
thank a l l  the parents  whose support  has been incredible a l l
season.  At  the end of  the nippers season we held two Ocean ’s
taster  sess ions and i t  was great  to see so many new faces
interested in jo ining us next  season!  I ’m real ly  looking forward
to watching this  group grow in numbers and strength!  

10+ year  o lds .  .  .  look out  for  Pool  Champs info coming soon!



Senior Nationals 2024
What an incredible nationals for the Gisborne clubs!! It was fantastic to
see the strength and skill on display and to see all three clubs coming
home with national titles! We are very proud of the performances put in
by our Kaiaponi Waikanae team. Emily Gillies and Adam Tate got the
event started in style with an armful of 4th placings for Emily in the
masters races and a gold medal for Adam in the masters ski race.
Kendra Tate and Sam Ferkins were unlucky with gear malfunctions in
the double ski and coach Max Neustroski and Max Phillips raced really
well and had so much fun in the Open men's board rescue. In the beach
events, Oska Smith was outstanding, bringing home three national titles
in the u19 sprints, u19 flags and Open sprints. He works very hard at his
craft under coach Arna Majstrovic and just keeps getting faster! Two
national titles for Briana Irving in the Open women's flags and sprints,
in a very fast field, shows this young lady's ongoing dominance on the
sand. Seven Mapu was so speedy in the sprints, coming 4th by the
tiniest of margins.

On the water, Christy Tate paddled incredibly well to bring home the
Open women's ski national title. Christy battled it out till the very end
to take the win on the line in a very fast, very tight race against a world
class paddler! 

Max Phillips had a great Super Sunday finals day, pulling out two
excellent races to take 7th in the U17 surf race and 10th in the U17 board
race. He's pretty tough on himself but he should be really proud of his
results, his was the biggest age group and the standard was super high!
His dedication and consistency will yield some great results in the
future. 

As ever, thank you to our wonderful coaches, Max Neustroski and Arna
Majstrovic and to the Waikanae families for their continued support. 
The seniors now enjoy a well earned rest before the winter grind begins
with some winter ski and pool champs training.



Nippers 2023/24 Season Wrap

On the 17th March we enjoyed our very last  nippers sess ion
for  the 23/24 season with lots  of  games ,  team fun and the
absolute favouri te . . . the IRB r ides! !

I t ' s  been a wonderful  summer of  Sunday fun and surf
goodness wi th you a l l  and the coaches are so proud of  how
much you 've a l l  improved in ski l ls  and conf idence.

Thank you to coaches Er ic ,  Rodney ,  Webby ,  Calum,  Freya ,
Emi ly ,  Lydia ,  Be l la ,  S ierra ,  Fe l ix ,  Ashar  and Scott  for  your
hours of  dedicat ion and commitment to our nippers k ids .

Thank you to a l l  you parents  who donned your wetsui ts
every week to help out ,  we appreciate you so much! !  

Thank you to Barton and the team at  Kaiaponi  Frui t  Farms for
the ongoing support  of  the c lub ,  you guys rock!

Thank you to the Ocean 's  fam for  cooking up the sausies
each week ,  to  Wal ter  F indlay ’s  for  sponsor ing the bread for
the season and to The Vi l lage Butchery for  sponsor ing the
sausages for  the season! !  P lease support  these local
businesses whenever you can!

Thank you nippers k ids for  a lways br inging the smi les and
enthusiasm,  you ' re the future of  the c lub and the future
looks br ight  wi th you l i t t le  legends around!

As a lways ,  keep an eye on our socia l  pages for  news ,
updates ,  winter  opportuni t ies ,  socia l  events  etc .  Kids aged at
least  10 years  by the 30th Sept  2024 ,  look out  for  some
exci t ing winter  p lans coming to you soon!  



IRB Nat ional  Champs 2024
Report  by Travis  Mitchel l
2024 IRB Nat ionals  Wrap
What  an incredible weekend with a  lot  of  incredible
resul ts  down in the south .  Travel ing over  1000km from
home with the 10th biggest  team at  the comp,  and
f inishing THIRD overa l l  as  a  c lub ,  fa i r  to  say the team
punched wel l  above their  weight  and everyone is  f izz ing ,
every team contr ibuted to this  resul t  and i t ’ s  incredible
what  a  smal l  team from gizzy can do!  
RESULTS
GOLD -  Open Male Assembly Rescue -  Connor ,  Ol i ,  Matt i
GOLD -  U23 Male Single Rescue -  Harry ,  Travis ,  Michaela
SILVER -  Open Male Single Rescue -  Connor ,  Ol i ,  Matt i
S ILVER -  Open Mass Rescue -  Connor ,  Ol i ,  Matt i ,  Harry
SILVER -  U23 Mass Rescue -  Harry ,  Travis ,  Michaela ,  Hamish
SILVER -  U19 Male Tube Rescue -  Hamish ,  Taran ,  Matt i
S ILVER -  U19 Male Single Rescue -  Hamish ,  Taran ,  Matt i
BRONZE -  Open Male Tube Rescue -  Connor ,  Ol i ,  Matt i
BRONZE -  Open Teams Rescue -  Connor ,  Ol i ,  Harry ,  Travis ,
Michaela

A massive shoutout  and thanks goes to coach Connor
Mitchel l ,  ass is tant  coach Ana Naden ,  a l l  the parents ,
supporters ,  chefs ,  helpers  and everyone who has got  us to
this  point ,  we ser iously  couldn ’ t  have done any of  th is
without  you ,  you guys are what  keep us going dur ing the
day and keep us fed at  night .  Another  shoutout  to our
pat ients  for  being thrown in and out  of  the f reezing water
a l l  day and not  complaining ,  i t ’ s  a  massive task and we are
very grateful  for  Michaela  Clearwater  and Matt i  R ichards .  
A specia l  thank you to Brent  and Hayden for  handl ing a l l
weekend and the biggest  shoutout  to Rodney and Er ic  for
dr iv ing our gear  down and back ,  you two are legends! ! ! !

Can ’ t  wai t  to  do i t  a l l  again next  season ,  br ing on 2025!



The 2023/24 L i feguarding Season 

The 17th March a lso saw the f ina l  patro l  of  the season take
place .  I t ’ s  been qui te  a  tough season with reduced numbers
due to more k ids working ,  uni  s tudents  not  coming home
and others moving out  of  the area and there are some
def ini te  areas to work on over  the winter  in preparat ion for
next  season.  

A big thank you to our Patro l  Captains -  Ana Naden ,  Matt
Prof f i t ,  Rodney Richards ,  E l la  vanKregten ,  Kr is t ina Wi l l iams ,
Er ic  Clearwater ,  Nigel  Hope ,  Calum Wi lson and their  v ice
captains .  You guys put  in so much extra  t ime with comms
and organisat ion. . .not  to ment ion baking!

I ’d  a lso l ike to give specia l  thanks to the smal l  group of
guards who ALWAYS stepped up to cover  patrols  when
needed ,  your extra  t ime and wi l l ingness to help is  rea l ly
appreciated .  

Thank you to Nigel  Hope for  a l l  your mahi  on the rosters
and pre-season preparat ion.  

There wi l l  be courses coming up over  winter  for  new
l i feguards ,  f i rs t  a id courses and other  upski l l ing
opportuni t ies .  P lease look out  for  these and jump on where
you can as these courses are so va luable to keep us ski l led
and current  as  a  l i fesaving c lub!

Parents ,  we LOVE i t  when you jump in to do your bronze
awards (sur f  l i feguard award)  wi th your k ids !  There are
non-swimming opt ions too ,  the ‘Patro l  Support ’  i s  a  cool
award that  provides a  va luable ro le on the beach.  

Look out  for  fur ther  informat ion or  contact  me direct ly  i f
you ’d l ike more informat ion or  you ’ re  interested in jo ining
one of  the courses .



2023/24



Er ic ’ s  cake! !



See you soon 
2024/25 
Season! !


